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Top Representatives from the Swiss Energy
Innovation Scene will be present in Boston
More than 70 Swiss scientists, entrepreneurs, and associations from the energy sector, as well as
representatives from the Swiss government and policy makers will be present at the Swiss-US
Energy Innovation Days from July 9 – 12, 2014 in Boston, USA. The event, jointly organized by the
Swiss Federal Office of Energy (SFOE) und swissnex Boston, the Consulate of Switzerland, shall
present the best Swiss energy technologies, projects and innovations at one of the world’s leading
hubs for research and innovation in clean energy technology. Furthermore, this event aims to
forge new relationships and partnerships between Switzerland and the US. The inauguration of the
Watt d’Or – Swiss Energy Excellence exhibition by Swiss Federal Councillor Doris Leuthard will be
one of the highlights of the Swiss-US Energy Innovation Days.
The aim of the Swiss-US Energy Innovation Days is to promote energy innovation and enhance the dialogue and collaboration among Swiss and US researchers and businesses. Among several events, the
program consists of a presentation concerning the topic “Electricity Markets of the Future” at the headquarters of EnerNOC, a company leading the development of intelligent energy software. Under the guidance of the Director of the Swiss Federal Office of Energy (SFOE), Walter Steinmann, the delegation from
Switzerland will visit several innovation organizations in Boston, including Greentown Labs (greentownlabs.org), the Cambridge Innovation Center (cic.us), MassChallenge (masschallenge.org) and the Fraunhofer Center for Sustainable Energy Systems (cse.fraunhofer.org). In addition, a workshop on Cleantech
Financing featuring finance experts from both Switzerland and the US will take place at the Northeastern
University as part of the program.
On July 10, 2014, Swiss Federal Councillor Doris Leuthard will inaugurate the Watt d’Or – Swiss Energy
Excellence exhibition opening at Northeastern University. Since 2007, SFOE has been honoring outstand-

ing accomplishments and projects by bestowing them with the Watt d’Or award (www.wattdor.ch). During
the last 8 years, nearly 50 projects have been recognized with the award, and 25 of these commended
projects will be showcased in the traveling exhibition. The exhibition will be on display in Boston through
mid-September 2014, and will then travel to other swissnex locations and Swiss Embassies within the
ERI-network (Switzerland’s Education, Research and Innovation Network) across the world.
On July 11, 2014, Federal Councillor Leuthard will speak at the Seminar of the Swiss-US Energy Innovation Days, a program that includes a roster of high-profile panelists, several presentations, TED-style talks
and podium discussions. A Swiss Energy Brunch taking place on July 12, 2014 will mark the closure the
Swiss-US Energy Innovation Days.
The Swiss Engineers & Architects Association (SIA) and Switzerland Global Enterprise (S-GE) are organizing a special program around the Swiss-US Energy Innovation Days with experts on planning, development and construction on July 9 and 10, 2014. The program will include visits in Boston as well as a workshop in the field of “Innovative Technologies for Sustainable and Resilient Buildings” with several distinguished experts from both Switzerland and the US.
In addition to the more than 70 Swiss participants attending, the event is expected to attract approximately
300 participants and speakers from the US during the four days of activities.

Further information about Minister Leuthard’s visit to the United States will be announced by the Federal
Department of the Environment, Transport, Energy and Communications (DETEC) by the end of June.
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